THE ADMINISTRATION

and submit to the Minister an annual report. Its accounts must be in
such form as the Minister, with the approval of the Treasury, may
direct, and these accounts are submitted to the Minister and by him
transmitted to the Comptroller and Auditor-General The annual report
must be laid before Parliament by the Minister, and the accounts, must
be laid before Parliament by the Comptroller and Auditor-General
with his report.

Further, the county agricultural committees are replaced by county
agricultural executive committees appointed by the Minister and charged
with the duty of promoting agricultural development and efficiency by
such means as the Minister may direct and of exercising such functions
as the Minister may delegate. The Minister is also directed to constitute
Agricultural Land Tribunals. The chairman of a Tribunal is a lawyer
appointed by the Lord Chancellor, while the Minister appoints two
other members, one from a panel representing farmers and the other
from a panel representing landowners.

The Minister's powers have been much increased. They include
powers to provide guaranteed prices and assured markets, to require
owners to manage the land according to the rules of good estate
management, to require occupiers to farm their land in accordance with
the rules of good husbandry, to dispossess owners and occupiers on the
ground of bad management or bad husbandry and to vest the land in
himself in any such case, to acquire land by agreement and in certain
cases to acquire it compulsorily.

The Transport Act, 1947, provided a greater element of 'socialism',
but it may be noted that both railways and road transport had been
under much closer control since the Ministry of Transport Act, 1919,
came into operation, and indeed that that Act contemplated the
nationalisation of the railways. Under the 1947 Act a British Transport
Commission is established. It is a body corporate consisting of members
appointed by the Minister, who are disqualified from sitting in Parlia-
ment. The Minister is empowered to give directions of a general
character as to the exercisfe and performance by the Commission of
its functions in relation to matters which appear to him to affect the
national interest, and the Commission is directed to give effect to any
such directions. Moreover, in framing programmes of reorganisation
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